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Using FamilySearch.org
Learning goals:

· Become more familiar with FamilySearch – what it can do and what it can’t. 
· Create an account.
· Searching for records, photos, and books.
· Introduction to FamilySearch’s Help and Family Tree functions.
FamilySearch is the genealogical arm of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. It has a huge collection of vital records, photos, etc.  In some ways, it’s similar to Ancestry.com, but is free. It is large collection containing billions of records, but it’s still a smaller collection than Ancestry.com.  
Advantages:

· Free.
· Accessible anywhere the internet is available. 
· Contains about six billion records.
· It’s constantly being improved.

· Help is available through email, chat, etc. 

Disadvantages:

· Usage can be clunky (although getting better). 
· Users must go offsite to see some records (sometimes to subscription sites).
· Many records are digitized but not indexed and can be hard to find 
· Some records are unavailable until 2020.
· The help information is great, but sometimes hard to find on the website.

FamilySearch data:

· 52% unindexed in collections

· 25% unindexed not in collections 

· 23% Indexed 

Familysearch.org main page. 
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From here, users can log into their account, search for records, check the blog, get help, find a Family History Center and more.  
The FamilySearch blog (link is at the bottom of the main page) is a good source of information about what’s new with FamilySearch, newly added or indexed record collections, and information about what’s happening in the genealogy world in general. 

Accounts

User accounts are free and required to search for records, books, or the catalog. 
Creating an account is a three step process. To create an account, click on Free Account.   
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Fill out the Account Information and click Continue.  
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Tell Us a Little About Yourself

(1] 2 3

Account Information
First Name Last Name
User Name
o Enter a unique name containing
letters or numbers and no spaces.
Password
o Enter a combination 8 to 128 letters
and numbers with no spaces.
) Show Password
Confirm Password
About  Blog  Feedback  SiteMap  AppGallery  Cookie Consent @ Language & —
JESUS CHRIST
FamiySearch Rights and Use Information (Updated 2/3/2015) | Privacy Policy (Updated 3/16/2014) OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

©2016 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All ights reserved. A service provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Lattar-day Saints





Enter your email address and click Continue. 
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Recovery Options

Email
¢ Enter an email address for recovering
your username or password.
OR
Mobile Number
‘ = ‘ Enter a mobile number that can

© receive text messages for recovering
your userame or password.
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Enter the last of the information on the last page and click Create an Account. (not shown on screen print below)
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Searching in FamilySearch

To search FamilySearch for ancestors, just click on Search. 
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This is the search page. There are a few different kinds of searches. The Records tab is the default. Users can search for ancestors in user uploaded family trees from the Genealogies tab. The Catalog tab allows searches for digitized collections, print books, digital books, microfilms and microfiche materials. Under the Book tab, bibliographic information for both digitized and print books, some dating from the 19th century, can be found.  The Wiki tab leads to a blog that’s full of helpful information on using FamilySearch and general genealogical information. It’s similar to Ancestry’s Learning Center. 
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Discover Your Family History

Our records span billions of names across hundreds of collections—including birth,
marriage, death, probate, land, military, IGI extracted, and more.

First Names
o]

Restrict records by:
Location | Type | Batch Number | Film Number

Last Names

Country

Search with a life event:
Bith | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any
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0| | From T

Spouse | Parents | Other Person
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Reset
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Basic records search
Entered “walter” in First Name and “krull” in Last Name. Over 34,000 records are found.  The information on the results list is similar to what Ancestry provides, although in a different format.  Note the camera icons on the right. They denote a record image is available and whether FamilySearch.org or a partner site has the image. FamilySearch has several partner sites including Ancestry.com,  EllisIsland.org, Findagrave.com, etc.  Note that some partner sites, like Ancestry.com require paid subscriptions.  
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Refine your search v
Deceased Ancestor's Name Search Results from Historical Records
First Names
221-240 of 34,343 results for Name: walter krull
walter =]
Last Names. Number of results to show: (20 50 75 Export Results 221-240
krull o Name Events. Relationships View
) Walter Krull other: Bertha Ida Neumann, Holly, Jerry Gross, Cathy Hahn,
Search with a life event: United States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980-2014 Alice Hahn, Christopher Hahn...
Birth
TR ﬁ:;ldef Krull spouse: Sina Hoppe Krull o)
Residence other:  Ruth Berry, Paul Berry, Maxine Gainforth, Myron
Michi Obitt , 1820-2006 M - M
Death ichigan Obituaries, Gainforth, Margaret Rickwalt, David Rickwalt.
Ar
ny Walter J Krull other: John James Crowe, Joseph Krull, Ellen Para, Helen B
Tllinois, Cook County Deaths, 1878-1994 Cegielski
Search with a relationship: ‘ .
Walter 1 Krul .
other: Ellen Krull, Joseph Para, Mary Chihelski
SrEED Thlinois, Cook County Deaths, 1878-1994 =]
Parents
@ e Walter A Krull birth: 1896 Chicago, Illinois spouse:  Elizabeth M Scherman (=)
Father
chil Donna Marie Krull
Restrict records by: Illinois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1940
[Toeation Walter Albert Krull birth: 1896 Chicago, Tllinois spouse:  Elizabeth Scherman (=)
Father
Type il
72 Thlinois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1940 chil Lois Virginia Krull
Batch Number
Film Number Walter Charles Krull birth: 1896 Chicago, Illinois spouse:  Ethel Evans B
Father i
@ Lock filters Tllinois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1940 child:  Richard Walter Krull
O Match all terms exactly Walter Albert Krull birth: 1896 Chicago, Tllinois spouse:  Elizabeth Mary Scherm
Father
Update Reset | Ilinois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1940 Audrey Phyllis Krull
Walter A Krull birth: 1896 Chicago Tllinois spouse:  Elizabeth M Scherman (=)
Father i
Filter your results by: Thlinois, Cook County, Birth Certificates, 1871-1940 child:  Donna Marie Krull
Learn more George Walter Krull Spouse: Marian Marie Robertson ©
Father of groom
chi George Albert Krull

Type

Indiana Marriages, 1811-2007
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Users can alter their search by adding more criteria under Refine your Search
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Refine your search a
. Search Results from Historical Records
1:20 0f 1,301 results for Name: guste von thun
guste o
=S Number of results to show: (0] s0 | 75
von thun [ Name Events Relationships
Restrict records by: —
#y"cp:""“ Guste von Thun residence: New York v
B E@New York, Passenger Arrval Lists (Elis Island), 18921924 immigration: 19 September 1904
Film Number Alfred G Von Thun birth: 1895 Ohio spouse: Cecelia L Von Thun -
Head residence: 1940 Ward 20, Cleveland City, Cleveland City, Cuyahoga, Ohio, United States
Search with a life event: B united States Census, 1940
Birth John G Von Thun birth: 1867 Australia spouse: Agusta Von Thun o
Cluze Head residence: 1920 Black Creek, Shelby, Missouri, United States child:  Albert Von Thun
Residence ) ©
o 3 United States Census, 1920 immigration: 1868
Any James G Von Thun birth: 1914 Texas mother: Bertha Von Thun -
Son residence: 1920 Breckenridge, Summit, Colorado, United States other: John H Von Thun, Theda E Von Thun
Search with a relationship: B united States Census, 1920
Spouse John G Vonthun birth: 1868 Australia spouse: Gusta Vonthun v
;ﬂlf"‘:e Head residence: 1910 Black Creek, Shelby, Missouri, United States. child:  Albert Vonthun
teqheson] B United States Census, 1910 immigration: 1888
[F] Lock fiers August G Vonthun binth: 19 February 1917 .
S demarsy United States Social Security Death Index death: 18 February 1999
Richard G Vonthun birth: 16 October 1943 v
Reset United States Social Security Death Index death: 30 November 1994
James G Vonthun birth: 8 March 1913 v
United States Social Security Death Index death: 20 July 2001 Pomerene, Cochise, Arizona
Filter your results by:
o Alfred G Vonthun birth: 1895 v
‘Ohio, Death Index, 1908-1932, 19381944, and 1958-2007 death: 17 January 1960 Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, United States
. K residence: 17 January 1960 Cleveland, Cuyahoga, Ohio, United States
J G Von Thun binh: 1913 spouse: Marguarite Showman -
Birthplace > 9 Colorado Statewide Marriage Index, 1853-2006 marriage: 3 October 1937 Fort Collins, Arapahoe, Colorado, United States
Alfred G Von Thun birth: 4June1894  Cleveland, Ohio, United States v
Birth Year ,

) United States World War | Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918 draft registration: from 191710 1918 Cleveland City no 17, Ohio, United States
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Or Filter your results by a specific range of values within a collection (i.e. birth, marriage, death, etc.) by clicking on the appropriate box. 
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1940

Sara Ann Kent Smith

Head

B united States Census,
1940

Ann Ross Smith

Mother

B united States Census,
1940

Anna Baldwin-Smith

Niece

B united States Census,
1940

Anne K Smith Lorenz

Wite

B united States Census,
1940

Anne Easby-Smith
B united States Census,
1940

Anne Easby Smith

Head

B united States Census,
1940

Annie Mott-Smith

Boarder

B united States Census,
1940

Anne Mott-Smith

Boarder

B united States Census,
1940

Annabelle Messer Smith

Wite

B united States Census,
1940

Annie Lynn Peterson-Smith

Daughter

B united States Census,
1940

Anna P Smith Gifford

Head

B united States Census,
1940

birth:
residence:

birth:
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birth:
residence:

birth:
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birth:
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England
Ward 17, Detroit, Detroit City, Wayne, Michigan, United States.

Scotland
Assembly District 4, Queens, New York City, Queens, New York, United States

Rhode Island
Ward 3, Montclair, Montclair Town, Essex, New Jersey, United States.

Germany
Assembly District 21, Manhattan, New York Cty, New York, New York, United States

Alabama
Lower Merion Township, Montgomery, Pennsylvania, United States

Virginia
Tract 28, District of Columbia, Police Precinct 10, District of Columbia, District of Columbia, United
States

Hawail
Assembly District 11, Manhattan, New York City, New York, New York, United States

Hawai
Assembly District 11, Manhattan, New York City, New York, New York, United States

Nebraska
Election Precinct 14, Alamosa, Colorado, United States.

North Carolina
Greenville Township, Greenville, South Carolina, United States

New York
Windham Town, Windham, Connecticut, United States
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child: ~Irene Kent Smith
other: Mabel Hoseth, Marion Macadam
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other: Mary P Bolsterle

other: J F Clark, Carrie M Clark, Mary Hammond
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children: Frances M Smith Lorenz, Gwendolyn L Smith Lorenz, Ingo Malle.
other:  Robert Malle, Martha Malle

other: Emily Mortimer, Clarice Fay, Rachel Bumside, Frances Farrelle, Mary Mcmanus, Nancy
Swinburne.

mother: Mary Easby Smith
other:  Jess G Poffenbarger, Dorsey B Brown
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other: Joseph Doyle, Annie Mott-Smith

Louis Messer Smith
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other:
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Catherine Peterson-Smith
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For example, selecting Birth Year displays a menu of values and the number of occurences from the original search:
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T Miatch all terms exactly Uy s Census, 19 A
immigration: 1888
Reset
> August G Vonthun birth: 19 February 1917 5
United States Social Security Death Index
death: 18 February 1999
Filter your results by: )
(e urty Death Index '6 o 5
death: 30 November 1994
Collections » 16001
1700 (13) birth: 8 March 1913 B
N urity Death Index
Birthplace > 1800 (255) death: 20 July 2001 Pomerene, Cochise, Arizona
1900 (249)
Birth Vear v 2000 (1) birth: 1895 father:  John Von Thun 2 ©
17891997
RSP, 5 marriage: 21 November 1931 Cuyahoga, Ohlo, United States. mother: Erma Polenz
spouse: Celia L Schuermann
e 1 other:  Leo Jerosky, Frances Lomkosky
Residence Place > birth: 1013 spouse: Marguarite Showman 2 ©
N - R y marriage: 3 October Fort Collins, Arapahoe, Colorado, United
1037 States
e ; > JmGThun birth:  3March 1938
[Jim Vonthon, Jim G Vonthun, Jim Nmi Vonthun]
Death Year , United States Public Records, 1970-2009 residence: from 25 February 2004 1o 15 Denver, Colorado, United
November 2007 States
Other Place . » | JamesG Vonthun bith:  8March 1913 B
United States Public Records, 1970-2009
Other Year » residence: 1February 2002 Pomerene, Arizona, United States
N » Reta G Von birth: 18 April 1930 5
[Reta G Vonthun]
United States Public Records, 1670-2000. residence: 1July1997  Pomerene, Arizona, United States
» | Darrell G Vonthun bith: 23 September 1033
D Vonthun, Darrell Von Thun]
residence: from 30 October 2007 to 10 Buffalo Grove,
United States Public Records, 1970-2009 g
Free Live Assistance January 2009 United States 1
Call toll-free: (855) 403-1836 » | PaulGVon Thun . 24 June 1043
ine wil [Paul G Thun, Paul G Vonthun, P Vonthun]
Chat Online with support United States Public Records. 1970.2009 residence: from 17 March 2008 to 10 Lacey, Washington, United
E-mail . January 2009 States
supportafamilysearch.org » | RetaGVonthun residence: 1March 2002 Hendersonville, North Carolina, United States
[Reta Von]
United States Public Records, 1970-2009
Get » Thun August G Von birth: 19 February 1017
Research Help [August G Vonthun, August G Von Thun, Thun August Von] ) ) ) )
Join a rescarch community United States Public Records, 1970-2000 residence: from 1 January 1993 to 19 May  Burien, Washington, United
2008 States
Visit the FamilySearch wiki
v » | Richard G Vonthun residence: 1November 1997 Sussex, New Jersey, United States





Wildcards

Wildcards work the same way in FamilySearch as the do in Ancestry.  An asterisk (*) represents from 0 to several characters and a question mark (?)  represents any one character.  
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Refine your search a
. Search Results from Historical Records
s
1-20 0f 1,434 results for Name: ann* sm2th, Event: Birth, Place: chicago, il, Event Range: 1899-1899
ann®
=S Number of results to show: (0] 50 | 75
sm?th Name Events. Relationships. Preview
— memmmesmnei
Location Annie Smith birth: 2 March 1899 Chicago, Cook, lllinois father:  George Smith .
;ypeh o Hlinois, Cook County Birth Certificates, 18781922 residence: 1899 Chicago, Cook, linois, United States mother: Josephine Bealmer Smith
atch Number
Film Number Anna Smyth birth: 11 August 1899 Chicago, Cook, llinois father:  Adam Smyth -
llinois, Cook County Birth Registers, 18711915 mother: _.rianna Batka
Search with a life event: Annie Smith birth: 2 March 1899 Chicago, Cook, linois father:  George Smith .
Birthplace llinois, Cook County Birth Registers, 18711915 mother: .osephine Bealmn
chicago, il IS Eulalia Anna Smith birth 19 December 1899 /1900 M., . father:  William Conkle v
Hlinois Deaths and Stlbirths, 1916-1947 death:  31July1920 Ottawa, LaSalle, llinois mother: Nellie Mendenhall
Birth Year (Range) » )
burial 2 August 1920 spouse: William B. Smith
1899 1899 residence: 31July 1920 Ottawa, LaSalle, llinois
e Winnifred Anna Smith bith: 1899 Harvey, I father:  Charles Henry Smith o
Residence lowa, Marriages, 1809-1992 marriage: 19 August 1916 Buriington, Des Moines, lowa mother: Katherine Ellen Mc Gonn
Death spouse: William Vaughn
Any other:  Samuel Nelson Vaughn, Nora May Fowler
Search with a relationship: Miss. Winfred Anna Smith bith: 1899 Harvey, I father:  Charles Henry Smith o
o with @ relerionship: lowa, Marriages, 1809-1992 marriage: 19 August 1916 Burlington, mother: Katherine Ellen Mcgown
- spouse: William Vaughn
- other:  Samuel Nelson Vaughn, Nora May Fowler
Miss. Winfred Anna Smith bith: 1899 Harvey, I father:  Charles Henry Smith o
[0 Lock filters. lowa, County Marriages, 1838-1934 marriage: 19 August 1916 Burlington, Des Moines, lowa, United States mother: Katherine Ellen Mcgown
] Match all terms exactly spouse: William Vaughn
other:  Samuel Nelson Vaughn, Nora May Fowler
Re
=i eset Winnifred Anna Smith birth 1899 Harvey, Il father:  Charles Henry Smith .
lowa, County Marriages, 18381934 marriage: 19 August 1916 Buriington, Des Moines, lowa, United States mother: Katherine Ellen Mc Gonn
spouse: William Vaughn
Filter your results by: other:  Samuel Nelson Vaughn, Nora May Fowler
Leam more
Anna Smith bith: 1899 spouse: Anthony Schumacker o
oot llinois, Cook County Marriages, 18711920 marriage: 6 March 1919 Chicago, Cook, linois >

4 Brevious & Highlightall_[] Mstch case @ Phrase not found





Note that names with Annie and Anna display.

Searching Genealogies

Note that this is different than the Family Tree tab. Allows users to search public genealogies that other users uploaded to FamilySearch. For example, searching for Ann* Smith born in Chicago in 1899 yields the following results. 
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5 Results for Name Events Relationships,
Name: ann* smith Rhode Ann Smith bith: 10 July1899  Chicago, Cook, llinois father:  Samuel Gilbert Smith
Birth: chicago, 1899-1899 International Genealogical Index (IGI) death:  27February  Los Angeles Cty, California mother:  Lillie Rhode
Refine your search - 1976
DECEASED ANCESTOR'S
NAME
First Names. Catherine Anne Smith bith: 1899 ... United States spouse:  Robert E Edgar

- 4| Imernational Genealogical ndex (G) desth: about 1999
e marriage: about1010 ., United States.
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Click on Rhode Ann Smith yields some additional information. 
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Note the detail on the left.

The tree display is similar to that of Family Trees (see below), but users can’t update them.  However, users can upload trees to Genealogies. 
Catalog Search

This allows users to search the FamilySearch catalog for microfilms, microfiche,  books , etc. Pretty much everything in FamilySearch can found here. Some records can only be found in the catalog. Users search the catalog with names, places, keywords etc as criteriia. The results show where an item can be found (usually a catalog number or a film number), not the item itself. 

Searched for Chicago. Note that by typing Chicago, the searchbox autofilled the country,  state, and county. 
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The resulting list are all items from the FamilySearch collections that has Chicago in the title. Some are print books, others are records on microfilm and others are digital. If the desired file isn’t online, the user may have to order a film or go to a Family History Center or simply wait until the collection is digitized. 
Book Search
Search for digitized books and periodicals in FamilySearch’s large collection of roughly 100,000 books, maps and gazetters. The simple search only requires one or more keywords. In this case, chicago directory. 
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Which found over 8600 books with either chicago or directory or both in their titles.  
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The advanced book search allows the user to add more criteria to your search.  The search below will search for books that have chicago city and directory anywhere in the text.  
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Which results in 215,000 books! 
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Research Wiki

The research wiki is a useful source of information on how to use FamilySearch, how to start genealogical research, etc. It’s similar to Ancestry’s Learning Center, but as a wiki, users can update it. You do need to create an account first. Searching is by keyword. 
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Family Trees 

FamilySearch has its own family tree software.Like other things in FamilySearch, it’s free and online. Users can create a family tree, add relatives and children, link to photos, stories and documents. Users must have an account to use the Family Tree function. 

Note: 

· The family trees are not protected, so anyone can update them. 

· If someone on a tree is marked “living,” only the account holder can see that record. 

· FamilySearch trees are actually one huge tree and can only be downloaded with third-party software(Ancestral Quest, Legacy Family Tree, or RootsMagic)

To access the Family Tree function, simply click on Family Tree from FamilySearch.org and sign in. 
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This is a small tree I created. Note the Are You New window. The View Training link goes to a set of videos on using the Family Tree function.  

The small arrow in the upper right hand portion of the tree denotes an extension to the tree. Click on the arrow to display it. The tree can be moved around by holding down the left mouse button and moving the mouse around. 

Add family members by clicking the appropriate member (Husband or Wife) in the appropriate box. An  window will display. Click Next when done. 
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Fill out the known information and click Next. 

The window below displays showing possible matches in FamilySearch. Select one of the suggested matches by clicking Add Person or  use the information you entered by clicking Add New. 
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Memories Tab
The Memories tab allows users to upload photos and documents. There is also a find function so that users can search FamilySearch for them. 
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To search for photos click on FIND and enter a name. Wildcard characters work as usual. Note that multiple search terms are “OR’d” together meaning that the items with any of the search terms will be returned, not just those with both search terms.  

Note that “photos” includes pictures of people, documents (such as wedding invitations, funeral announcements, etc.), and stories (obituaries, etc.). 

There are no privacy settings on the photos and stories uploaded to FamilySearch. You should probably upload such for deceased relatives only.  
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Click on the Go to Gallery button. From this screen, photos, documents  and audio can be uploaded by clicking one of the icons and then the plus sign.   
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Clicking on the picture yields the photo below.   

By mousing over the picture, white circles appear. The person in the white circle has been tagged. In other words, that name can be searched on. 
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The People tab shows what memories you have in your account. 
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In this case, the two tags are displayed. 

HELP!!

There is plenty of help in FamilySearch. Clicking on Get Help yields this menu: [image: image31.png]¢ Free Family History ar
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Help options include a twenty-four hour call line, twenty-four hour chat, email and self-help.  
Help Center provides links to videos and documents on the variety of subjects shown on the  screen below. Some require an account.  
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©Obtaining document translation assistance
FamilySearch Support is unable to translate documents for our patrons. You may find help through
one of the following: FamilySearch genealogical research groups created on FacebookGoogle
TranslateTradukkaLocal churches with a larg...

Finding Research Guidance, Research Helps, Research Forms, and Research Outlines
Research Guidance Research Guidance is an online assistant to help you decide what records to use
to find information about your ancestors. Research Guidance indicates the best records to use,
recommends an order for searching, p.

Family History Research Wi
The FamilySearch Wiki is a tool for finding information about subjects, records that may have been

generated about your ancestors, and the places in which the records might be found.

Strategies for searching the FamilySearch Wiki

The chart below describes strategies that you can use to find information in the wiki. What You
KnowstrategyThe exact title of an article Type the full title in the search box. For example, type
Finding information in t...

FamilySearch Wiki overview
A wiki is a website with content written by users. The most famous wiki in existence today is
wikipedia.org. Wikipedia is the largest encyclopedia in the world and written entirely by volunteers. In
2008, FamilySearch launched a w...

Searching for Research articles

The Research Wiki allows you to conduct a search for family history articles using names, dates, or
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If you have questions, please contact me at:

Arthur Krull

847-358-5881 ext.193

akrull@palatinelibrary.org
Family History Centers in Northwest Suburbs

It is recommended that you call before going to a Family History Center.

Buffalo Grove Illinois Family History Center

3075 N Buffalo Grove Rd  Buffalo Grove IL 60089  
Contact:

1 847-913-5387
IL_BuffaloGrove@ldsmail.net
Hours:

· Wed 
10am - 2pm 
6:30pm - 9pm

· Sat   
10am - 2pm 

Crystal Lake Illinois Family History Center

480 North Walkup Ave. Crystal Lake, Illinois 60012
Contact:

1 815-459-7475
il_crystallake@ldsmail.net
Hours: 

· Tues 
10am-2pm
7pm – 9:00pm

· Wed 
10am - 12pm
7pm - 9:00pm
· Fri 

11am-1pm 
7pm - 9:00pm

· Sat

12pm-3pm


Schaumburg Illinois Family History Center

1320 W.  Schaumburg Rd  Schaumburg, IL 60194  United States  - (Use the door from the north parking lot at the rear of the building.)

Contact:

1 847-885-4130
fhc_schaumburg@aol.com
Il_schaumburg@ldsmail.net
Hours:

· Tue   
6pm - 9pm

· Wed 
1pm - 9pm

· Thu    
2pm - 9pm

· Sat    
9am - 1pm 

Wilmette Illinois Family History Center

2727 Lake Avenue in Wilmette, Illinois, IL.  United States  - (There are three doors into the building from the large (free) parking lot.  Push the buzzer at the 3rd door (furthest from Lake Ave) for access to the FHC during opening hours..)

Contact:

1 847-251-9818 
il_wilmette@ldsmail.net 
Hours:

· Tue   
10am - 9pm

· Wed 
10am - 9pm

· Sat    
9am - 1pm 
Search Tabs





Ancestor is on a family tree 





Record image is on a partner site
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