Photo Quotes:

" Any amateur can take a decent photograph when presented with a stunning sunset or a spectacular landscape, but it takes a special eye to see the beauty in the everyday.”

From: "Harry Callahan: Images of Chicago." 

"The camera is a device that teaches us how to see without a camera"

Dorothea Lange, photographer

"...To be a photographer, one must photograph. No amount of book learning, no checklist of seminars attended, can substitute for the simple act of making pictures. Experience is the best teacher of all. And for that, there are no guarantees that one will become an artist. Only the journey matters..."             - Harry Callihan
"There's nothing worse than a sharp print of a fuzzy concept."

Ansel Adams

To be a good photographer you must first have the capacity to love.  

Ruth Bernhard

 As I progressed further with my project, it became obvious that it was

 really unimportant where I chose to photograph. The particular place

 simply provided an excuse to produce work... you can only see what you

 are ready to see - what mirrors your mind at that particular time."

 George Tice

"Dodging and burning are steps to take care of mistakes god made in

 establishing tonal relationships!”

 Ansel Adams

"You will never make a photograph that everyone likes.  So, make sure you

like every one of your photographs."

Oliver Gagliani

“ The object of painting a picture is not to make a picture- however unreasonable this may sound. The picture, if a picture results, is a by-product and may be useful, valuable, interesting as a sign of what has passed. The object, which is back of every true work of art, is the attainment of a state of being, a state of high functioning, a more than ordinary moment of existence.”



Robert Henri


“Making a good photograph requires genuine interest in the subject. Without it, making a photograph sinks to the level of boring routine”.

Andreas Fenninger

I think a photography class should be a requirement in all educational programs because it makes you see the world rather than just look at it.  ~Author Unknown 

A good snapshot stops a moment from running away.  ~Eudora Welty 

The camera can photograph thought.  ~Dirk Bogarde 

I think the best pictures are often on the edges of any situation, I don't find photographing the situation nearly as interesting as photographing the edges.  ~William Albert Allard, "The Photographic Essay" 

I just think it's important to be direct and honest with people about why you're photographing them and what you're doing.  After all, you are taking some of their soul.  ~Mary Ellen Mark 

Photography records the gamut of feelings written on the human face, the beauty of the earth and skies that man has inherited, and the wealth and confusion man has created.  It is a major force in explaining man to man.  ~Edward Steichen 

The photograph itself doesn't interest me.  I want only to capture a minute part of reality.  ~Henri Cartier Bresson 

The creative act lasts but a brief moment, a lightning instant of give-and-take, just long enough for you to level the camera and to trap the fleeting prey in your little box.  ~Henri Cartier Bresson 

Writing is not about words. Painting is not about pigment. Music is not about tones. As long as photographers insist that photography is about photographs, the art is limited and self-containing!               - Brook Jensen, LWQ, no.18, p.56 

"I knew, of course, that trees and plants had roots, stems, bark, branches and foliage that reached up toward the light.  But I was coming to realize that the real magician was light itself...." - Edward Steichen 

"I take photographs with love, so I try to make them art objects.  But I make them for myself first and foremost -- that is important." - Jacques-Henri Lartigue
"Photography can only represent the present.  Once photographed, the subject becomes part of the past." - Berenice Abbott

(Professional) photographers are like Hookers: at first we started doing it because we liked it and it felt good, then we kept doing it but only for our friends, and NOW we're still doing it but are charging money for doing it!" – Dean Collins 

I am convinced that the only people worthy of consideration in this world are the unusual ones. For the common folk are like the leaves of a tree, and live and die unnoticed. 

The Scarecrow from The Land of Oz by L.Frank Baum 

Dear Lord, grant me the grace of wonder. Surprise me, amaze me, awe me in every crevice of your universe. Each day enrapture me with your marvelous things without number. ... I do not ask to see the reason for it all: I ask only to share the wonder of it all. 

Rabbi Joshua Abraham Heschel

"I have discovered photography.  Now I can kill myself.  I have nothing else to learn." 

- Pablo Picasso

“The camera doesn’t make a bit of difference. All of them can record what you are seeing. But, you have to SEE”

-Ernest Haas
