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Executive Director’s Report
August 2025

Summer is coming to an end. Deputy Director
Susan Conner kept all of our big projects
moving while | was out on vacation.

Style Guide: The communications department
has expanded and updated our internal style
guide. This past month, they presented it to the
management team, and will be at this board
meeting to share it with the board.

Elevator: Work is wrapping up on the elevator.
Both lobbies got new carpet. We have a Scout
coming in to paint the vestibules as their Eagle
project. The main delay on the elevators is
waiting for a final inspection.

Parking Garage: The parking garage was
closed for a week while we repaired the ramp
drain, which had developed cracks in the
concrete. The repair was successful, and the
parking garage has reopened.

RFID: In our RFID project, we are still working
with the architect to design the sorter that will
go into the member services workroom. As we
do that, our staff has developed a plan that will
convert our collection from barcodes to RFID
tags. This process will take over three months,
and we will be utilizing staff from all
departments as well as volunteers. These
changes will modernize and automate our
check-in and out processes.

IPLAR: The IPLAR has been completed in
your packets. There are some new questions
in the IPLAR this year concerning facilities
and construction needs. In the past, they
would gather similar data differently. Some
statistical definitions have changed. This will
affect some of our stats moving forward.
Part of the Strategic Plan is a stats team.
They will be reviewing the IPLAR
requirements and will make suggestions on
how we can better track and report statistics.

1st Floor Renovation: Our internal team,
along with the Friends of the Library, has met
with the architect several times to refine the
design concepts. The updated design will be
submitted for another round of cost
estimates, which the Facilities Committee
and the board will review next month. We are
excited that the plans are coming together
and that the architect is finding ways to
deliver on all of our requests. | am looking
forward to sharing it with all of you.




Staff You Should Know
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Hanna is a Branch Associate who uses her
language skills in Ukrainian and Russian to
make new immigrants feel more at home
at the Rand Road Branch. She promotes
the library and draws in many first-time
library users. But you don't have to take my
word; see what the members and her
colleagues have to say about her.

"Thank you so much
for letting me know of
local Ukrainian
community groups!
That definitely helped
share the word about
our future RRB
Ukrainian storytime!”

"I would also like to give
a big thanks to Hanna
for always helping out
our community with
translating and help; the
new families in this
counftry with resources
the library offers. What
an amazing team!”

"Hanna helped me
learn about new
programs. Open and
polite since my English is
weak, she explained
everything in Russian. |
am grateful to her."

New Employees

» Acaciais a new Youth and Teen Services
Sub.

» Danais a boomerang hire; she is coming
back to the library as a Library Associate Il
in Youth and Teen Services.

» Lindsey and Star have been hired as
Workshop Subs.

Calendar

e IMRF Webinar 7/9

» Cyber Incident report 7/9

» Paylocity 7/10

« Engberg Anderson (Reno) 7/10, 8/7,
8/8

» POC Marketing 7/11

 Directors Chat 7/11

e Rotary 8/5,8/12

e Local Cohort Directors 8/5

» National Night Out 8/6

« Bibliotheca (RFID) 8/6, 8/12
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UPCOMING EVENTS

EMAIL EVENT DETAILS TO LIFESTYLES1@JOURNAL-TOPICS. INFO
OR USETHE “SUBMIT YOUR MEWS™ FORM AT JOURNAL-TOPICS.COM

The following family-inendly events an hosted
by park desricts, fibeanes, and brstory cenien o
the Journal & Tomes covempe anea. whes
requested. Emanl event details w lifestyles] &
Jounmal-topics infio,

Des Plaines

Dies Plaimes Park District

Live ot the Lake = Jobney Rusler & the Beach
Bum Band

hiemonal Favilion

000 Lee 81

6 o B30 pon. Tharsday, Aug. 14

Young crafters can enjoy & project in the A in
the Park e

Rosemont

Parkway Bank Park
Rockin’ in the Park — Brooklyn Charmers
5501 Park Place
Tnll}p.nwﬁqﬂ

1 free. Omtside fiood asd coolers are not
mmnm-hpﬁtw
and is free with validstion from any of e park’s
venues, Fireworks after the dhow.

Niles

ales-Maine District Libeary

Stowy Time From Spase - ages 3-7 with caregiver
G060 W, Dakion St

10 o 1030 am. Mondsy, Ans 12

Lasien tog story from & real axtmonant inoater gpaie.

Mount Prospect

Findbergarten Fickoll

10 5. Exmerson St., Yiouth Program Room

lﬂuumm:fﬂlg i3

Claldeen entering kinderpanen m the fall are
mdmdmapnryﬂulwm g step
forward. Rezister

Park Rid
Fark Ridge Public Lilwary -
In-person and virtml: Making the Most of vour

Social Seconty

20 8. Progpect Ave,, First Floor Meeting Koom

7 o B pomn. Tharsday, Aug. 21

Discowver steate gies o boost your monshly Lifetime
benefits beyond standard filing optioes.

Glenview

(lenview Public Library

Back w School Family Magic Show with Scott
Cireen - all ages

1950 Fenview Rd., Commumry Room

| w L45 pam. Friday, Avg. 15

and b al thes program. Free tek-

et will e harbed cimt 20 mimues befiore the thow.

Tickets are requared for entry. Preference miveas to
GPL canBholders.

Arlington Heights

A Heights Pack Distrs
Virfual - m:mwwmm
530- ?pn"ﬂn’odmﬂq.

Arhnglon Plﬂcl)umdudamnma
master plan for Park. A link 1o the viroal
et will be provided closer fo the meeting date.
An m-person meeting will be beld at Flenfic Pask,
2040 E Mulberry La , from 530 0 7 pm. Sepr 11

Elk Grove Village

Elk Cirove Historical hfuseim

Fioneer Day

399 Biesterfield Rd.

Boon o3 pum. Satarday. Sept. 13

‘Travel back in time w0 Bk Grove's cardy days.
Enjow the music, resnaciors, orafts, sl gmes.

Palatine

Falatine Public Library Distrct

Lewel Up - Resing Reboot - apes 4-6

700 M. Horth CL, Story Room AB

24 pm Mondsy, Awg. 11

Dorop in 1o lears sew skills and review old shalls
parzles, and activilies,

Wheeling

Wheeheg Park District

Fads Might Out - Camup Dt

Commumty Recreation Center

100 Community Fivd. :

6:30 0 B:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 12

Enjoy camping-themed games, naliie-inspined
crufts, amd 8" mores, Pieza will also be provided, and
s et & goedy hag,

Prospect Heights

Prospect Heights Fublic Library Dustoict

Parks in Montana and the Dakotss: Where the
Buffabe Boam

12 Elm 5t,, Mecting Boom A&B

10215 pm Toesdsy, Aug 12

Mancy MeCully will discms the Dakotas and
Montama Feguter fof the prostam.

Rolling Meadows

Rolling Meadows Library
Writing Workshog: Writing Owr Own Stories -

10 b 1130 s, Satmrday, Ang. 16
Learn ot resomrces, s bedplal prompts tohegin
your personal wnling expensnce.

Buffalo Grove

Buffalo Ceove Park District
Huock Fina Fishing Detbry - 2-14 years old
Frmer Park

1101 1. Green Knalls Dy
* 57 pm Friday, Sept. 19

An Old Guy’s Guide For
Im:ummg College Freshmen

1t in Bearing that time of Year (summer
please dow down!) for many of our Joarnal
& Topics area Kids o be headed ofT 1o col-
lege. For some, il wall be their first venture
officially away Irom home, whole for others,
A refure Bp for & pew yeas

Clearly, things over the past five decades
have changed dramatically, this stating the
ndiculously obvious, so fur be it for 2 crusted
old veteran writer like mysell to even dare
fo make sny sugsestions (o today's ibcoming
mwmwﬂmmﬂw-

B | wall

Listed below is my offecial “old guy's
guide 1o incoming college freshman.™ Mote,
much of the items below can apply to all ool
lege kide, but the emphasis bere i on those just starting their new

Jouney.

1) Warning: The first two weeks can be tough’ | don™t cape how
conlident, bow popular you were in bigh whool, how solad voir
Tamily Life box been - when you pel deopped off thaet forst bme™
When your parenss ged you srtusted, and thes exit stage lefi, and
o are left om yous own in & strange place, poasibly with no one
that you koow? 1t takes some peting wed to

Homesickness can definitely hit in the early godng. The adjnst-
ment is often & bit harder than you think. But have fath < it will
pet better! Every freshmaen, o some depgree, goed throwgh this and
you will come out fine on the other end, 0 hang in there in te

Anything &
Everything

By Jon Cahn

2) Choose your friends wisely. At frst, it will moos? hikely be
the ones in your dormitory. This is nataral, and it is good 1o get o
know as many i your derm a8 possable. But as the year wears on,
atnst o find the friends (o hang arousd with that you commect with
bemes. The cmes that hopefully are good infloences and bring out
the heat In you

The Inends you make, and the people you bang arousd with will
be a big part of your owa personal prowth and the college expeni-
coce as 3 whole — o choose wisely (and don’t be afrad o dowly
bt gently move away fiom hoss tat might sol be the best of
inlluences),

) Geet involved in oulsids acrtivites. Whether it is a job, a club,
imtramural sports, music, theatre or any number of the many ac.
avithes offered owtside the classroom, get yoursclf invalved in as
many a5 yoo can fut ke high school, surveys congsistently show
thaat the ksck: who say they bl the best college expeniences are the
ones Who wiere mvolvesd in exira-corncolar activities.

4) Food. Five decades ago, the number one collegiste eatms ad-
vion was io stay away [rom the Friday ~surprise meat” offering. as
it was wsually whatever was beft over in the caletenia from the firet
loar days of the weel. Bt today? College caletering are more like
one of our seburban mall food conrts. An amazing amoant of goal-
ity selections, and all free! {Well sort of — please see the fine print
om the collepe contract). Engoy, try and cat bealthy, and beware of
the “Treshman 157

) Exercise. Hh;humpiummﬁlnhuhﬂ
school days, but when heading to college, sometimes exencise Gan
take & back scaf 1o clasues, new friends, activities, “distactions,”
ele. It shouldn’t. Fine a way to get regular workouls (whatever
m:ﬁmnﬁ#h}, Btlhﬁn:m{nlhpu,}ﬂﬂh
menially sharper in class snd wn your stodies, and it can't burt your

6} Sex, drngs and alcobol My oimber one “old geys sdvice”
an thes asea 1z #o take 11 m‘.ﬂuﬂw.‘l’c—p“hﬂ-h
party scene too carly ? Thea there is only one way o go the pext
fowr years and that is down. Understand that all of the above may
be part of the college and yes, it i3 tempting without
parents around o really et loose - but my advics, again, 15 1o just

T Friends from bome af your same school? Fise, but be careful
mot b0 hane with them oo moch in the begamung. 15 it ezsier and
mure comfortable” Sare, bot i1 also mght hinder your rassition
it making new frend groups at voor new school

1 could go on, but | probably already went well over my “advice
froen the old oy quots limit for this column,

Clomng thought? Pleass note that | stayed away from any
specific classroom or academic recommendations, This was dooe
intentiomally, promarsly bated on my o leid than stellar grade
point average m my eollege days 1 figered the leas sad im this
arca, probably the better!
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Library offers safe, welcoming environment

Posted July 20, 2025 4:00 am

I am a decades-long user of the Palatine Public Library. [ write to
share my appreciation of the work that it does to make the librarya

safe and welcoming space for all.

From the programs celebrating diversity. to the Maker Space, to the
wonderful collections of books and other resources, the library
allows everyone who visits to feel that they can access public
accommodations and receive assistance without judgment,
resistance or refusal. The Pride Flag, in particular, acts as a beacon
to let individuals and families know that they can find comfort and
safety within the library and on the library grounds. It is an
important symbol. and its visibility means a great deal to people in

the community.



The library services are complicated by certain political realities
that could make it vulnerable to dissension and bad behavior. But in
my experience, everyone who walks in the doors is treated

appropriately and professionally.

I'want to acknowledge and thank all of the people, in all positions
and locations, who are working in the Palatine library. Because of

you, we can all feel comfortable and supported.

Audrey Natcone

Palatine
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Free craft Kits for teens at Des Plaines Public Library
this month

Dally Herald repaort Posted July 11, 2025 1:49 pm

You have read 2 of 3 free articles.
Subscribe or login for unlimited access.

Teens can stop by the Des Plaines Public Library this month to pick up free kits
for making pastel bead key chains.

The kits will be available during operating hours on the third floor of the library,
1501 Ellinwood St. They're part of the library’s Teen Take & Make program.

The activity is open to seventh through 12th graders. Only teens can pick up the
kits.

For more information and details on other teen programs and activities, visit

dppl.org.
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